




FRIDAY, APRIL 15, 2011 THE STAR�LEDGER PAGE 47

STATEWIDE

���� �� ����
������ �� ������� ������� ������� �������

�� ��� ��� �������� ��� ���������� ����� �� ��� ����� ��� ����� �� ���� �� ���� �� ��� ������� �������� ��
�� ���� �� ���� �� ���� �������� ��� ����������� ���� ����� ��� ���� �� ��� ������������ �� ����� �� �����
�� ������ �� ��� ����������� �� ���� ���������� ���� � ������� ������ �� ��������� �� ���� ��� ������� ����
����� ���� ���� ������� ��� ��� ������� �� ����� ���� ������ ������ �� ����� ��� ���� �� ����� ��� ������
���� ���� ���������� �� ��� ������ ��� �������� ��� �� �������� ��� ������� ������ ������������ ��� �����
������� ��� ��������� �� ��� �������� ���� �� �������� �� ��� ������������ ��� ��� ���� ���� ��� ���� ���
����������� ��� �� �� �� ����� ��� ���������� �� ������ ����� ����� �� �� ���������� ��������� ��� ����
���� �� �������� ����� �� �� ��������� �� ������ ��� �� � ��������� �� ��� �������� ��� ����� ��� �����
������� �� �������� ������ ��� ������� ��� ���������� �� ��� ���������� ��� ��� ������ �� ��� ����� �� ��
���������� ��������� ������� �� ������� ������ ���� �� �������� �� ��� ��������� ��� ������� � �������
������� �� ���� ������ ��� ������� �� �������� �� ����� ����� ���� ������ ��� �������� ��� �������� ���
��������� ������������ � ����� ��� �������� ������� �� ����������� �� ������ ���� ��� ������ ����� �� ��
� ���� ��� ��� ������ ��� ���������
������ ��� ���� �� ���� ���� �� ���� �� ��� ������ ������� ��������� �� ����� ���� ��� �������� �� �����

��� ��� ����� ���� �� ����� ����������� ������ ����� ����� ������� ������� ��� ������� ������� ������ ��
����� ����� �� �������� � ������� ������ �� ��� ������ ����� ����� ��� ����� �������� ���� ��� ����� ��
������ �� ���� ���� � �������� � ������� ������� �� ���� �� ��� ������ ������� �������� ��������� ���
������� �������� �� ����� ��� ����� ���� ����� ��� ������ �� ��� ���������� �� ��� ������� ������� ��
������� � ������� ������ ��� ��� ������ ������� ��������� ������ � ��� ����������� �� �������� ��� ����
���� ��� ������ ������

������ ���� ���� ��� ������ �� ���������� �� ����� ������� ������ ������������ ���� ���� ����� ������
�� ������� ������� ������� ��� ���� �������� ���� ����� ����� ������ ��� ��������� �� ���� �������� �����
������ ��� �������� ���� ������ ���� �� ��������� ���� ������� ������� ��� ���� �������� ���� ����� �����
������ ��� ��������� �� ���� �������� ����� ������� ������� ������ �� ����� �����

����������� ����� ��� �� �������� �� �������� �� ��� ����������� ������ �� ������� �� �� ���������� ��
��� ����������� ���� �������� ����� ��� �� ��������� ��� ��������� �� ��� ������������
������ ����� ��� ���� ����������� �� ������

����� ������ �����
���� ��� ���
������� �� ����������
������������ ���� ���� ���� ���� ���

���� ��� ������
����� ���� ��� �������� ��� ������ ������� �� ���� ��� ������

�� ����� �� �� ������� ��� ���� �������� � ������ ��� ���������� ��� ������ � ����� ����� ��� ������ ��
�� �������� �������� ��� ������ ����� �� � �� ����� ��� ����� �������� �� ���������� �� ��������� � �� ����
���� ����� ��� ������� �� ��������� ���� ������� �� ��������� �� �� �������� � �� ��������� �� �� ���� �����
��� �� �� ����� �� ����� �� ��������� ���� ����� ������� � ������ ��� ������
�� ������ ������� �� ����� � ��������� �� ��������� �� ���� ��� ������� �� �� ����� ���������� ���� �������
�� ������� ��������� � ���� � ����� ������ ����� � ������ �� ��������� ���� ��� ���� ��� �������� ����������
�� ��� ��������� ������� ������� ���� ��� ��������� �� �� �������� ���� �� ���� �� ������� ���� �����������
�� ���� ��� ������ ����� ������ � ������ �� ���� � ������ �� ������������� ���������� � �������� �� �����

�� �� ��������� ������ ���� ��� ������ � �� ������� ��� �������� ��� ��������� ��� ������� � �� ��� ���
���� �� ������ �� ����� ����� ���� ����� �� �� �������� � ������� ���� �� ����������� ����������� �� ��������
��� �������� ����� ��������� ������������ ������������� �� ����������� ��� ������� ����� ��� � ���� ��� ���
�������� � �� ���������
� ��� �������� ��� ������ ����� ���������� ��� ������ �� ����� ��� ���������� ��������� ������� �� ��� ���

��� ����������� ����� � ��� ��� �� ��������� �� �� ���������� ����� �� �� ��������� ������� � ��� ������
�������� �� �� ������ �� ����������� ��� ������� ��� ������� �� ���� ��� ������ ����� ������ ��� �������
�������� ���������� ��� �� �� ������ ��� ��� ����� �������� ������ ������ �� ������� ��� �� ���� �� �� ������
�������� ������� ��������� � �� ������ �������� ������� �� �� ��� ���� ������� �� �� ����� ��������� ��
������� � ������� �� ���� ��� ������ ���� ����� ��� ���������� ��������� �������� � ����� ��� �������� ���
����� ��������� � �� ���� ������ �� ����������� ��� ��������

��� �������� ������� ������ �� ������ �� ������� �� �� ��������� �� ���� ��� ������ ��� �������� �������
��� ����� ��� ������ ���� ���� �������� ��� ����� ����� ������� �� ����� �� ���� ��� ����������� ��� ��������
��� ������� ���� ������ ��������� ��� ����� ��� ����� ���� ���� �������� ��� ����� ����� ������� �� �����
�� ���� ��� ����������� ��� ��� ����� ������� ������ ��������� �������
��� ����������� ������ ���������� �������������� �� ��������� �� ��� ��� ������� � ��� �������� � ���� ��

����� ��������� �� ��������� ��� �� �������� ��� ����� � �������� �� ��������
������ �� �� ����� ��� ���� ����������� �� ������

����� ������ �����
���� ��� ���
������� �� ����������
������������ ���� ���� ���� ���� ���

���������

Those numbers don’t say
anything about the myriad people
obsessed with their gadgets; they
just reflect those who have de-
cided to declare their love at blogs,
forums and elsewhere.

Apple products generate a real
lovefest. No surprise there. Walk
by an Apple Store, and you can
sense the lust emanating from the
place.

It’s hard not to get philosophical
about this sort of thing.

Is our gadget love a sign of
frayed human bonds? Are we
giving up our connection to other
people and replacing it with emo-
tional attachments to, in my wife’s
case, a slim 2.9-pound piece of
aluminum?

I think not.
People have always valued their

tools — even loved them — and so
maybe this is just part of our ge-
netic heritage. Is there any doubt

that early tool-making hominids
slept with the stone tools they
laboriously crafted, then used to
survive? Those stones were the
iPods of their day.

A tool, if it’s worthy of our ances-
try, comes to feel like it’s a part of
us. A paintbrush, knife, pencil or
saw almost seem to become, in a
sense, transparent, as if they’re
a part of the individual using
them. For years, we’ve had digital
technology that’s been hard to
use, buggy and frustrating. In the
1990s, as I recall, it was often a
challenge to use a personal com-
puter for a day without having the
thing crash on you.

Now we have largely hassle-free
products like the Wii and the iPod.
Finally, we have digital gadgets we
can really love.

Which brings me to my own ad-
mission of gadget lust. What is it?

Let’s just make that 13,200,001
“I love my iPhone” hits at Google.

Allan Hoffman may be reached
via his website, allanhoffman.com.
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For the second month in
a row, the number of jobs in
New Jersey increased, and so
did the unemployment rate.

The state unemployment
rate rose to 9.3 percent, up .10
percent, despite the addition
of 4,600 jobs, most of them in
science, administration and
other professional services.

The seemingly contradicto-
ry statistics reflect an ongoing
challenge: Although the num-
ber of jobs is increasing, so

is the number of people look-
ing for them, because many
people who became frustrated
hunting for a job are trying
again.

“There’s a large number of
people that are in that pool of
workers that were discour-
aged or were part-time work-
ers who really wanted a full-
time job,” said Carl Van Horn,
director of the John J. Heldrich
Center for Workforce Develop-
ment at Rutgers. “In a recov-
ery as the economy strength-
ens, people will come back in

the labor force because the
news is more encouraging.”

Nationally, the labor mar-
ket recovered about 1 million
jobs in the past year, Van Horn
said, but the total number lost
in the recession was nearly 8
million.

“The trough we’re in is very
similar to the rest of the coun-
try,” Van Horn said. “It will
take many months of above-
minimum job growth in or-
der to take those people back
in the work force. It could be
years.”

The state and the country
face the challenge of putting
the unemployed back to work
while also dealing with an in-
flux of new graduates, accord-
ing to Van Horn.

State officials touted the net
increase of almost 5,000 jobs
as a sign of hope.

“The continuing gains in
private sector jobs show that
hiring by New Jersey firms is
starting to develop some trac-
tion,” said Charles Steindel,
chief economist for the state
Department of Treasury.

The number of public sec-
tor jobs in the state went up
in March because of a boost of
1,600 local government jobs,
which more than countered a
drop of 600 state government
jobs.

Van Horn said many of those
local government jobs were
likely funded by federal stimu-
lus law funds, which will run
out later this year.

New Jersey lost about 300
construction jobs in March,
but Van Horn said that could
be good news.

“The construction (work
force) was bleeding much
higher a year ago, so that’s
an encouraging number if it’s
off a small amount from the
previous month,” Van Horn
said.

One bright note is that al-
though average weekly pay
went down slightly in March
from a year earlier, the aver-
age salary increased $4.25
from a year earlier.

Eliot Caroom: (973) 392-
7919 or ecaroom@starledger.
com

Latest jobs report illustrates challenge for state
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Jaguar names new
brand vice president

Jaguar North American
named David Pryor brand vice
president with responsibility
for all marketing communica-
tions and product planning
for the Mahwah importer of
British sports cars.

He will report to Gary
Temple, president, Jaguar
Land Rover North America.

He previously served as
vice president and CMO for
Porsche Cars North America.

“David Pryor is major new
addition to the Jaguar leader-
ship team in North America.”
Temple said. “He brings with
him extensive automotive
marketing experience and
has a successful track record
in the premium automotive
industry.”

Before joining Jaguar Land
Rover North America, Pryor
was at Porsche North America
and was vice president and
chief marketing officer. Prior
to that, he was responsible for
product planning and market
research.

Joseph R. Perone

Another recall for unit
of Johnson & Johnson

Johnson & Johnson’s Ortho-
McNeil neurologics division
said it voluntarily recalled
57,000 bottles of Topamax

tablets because of consumer
reports of an “uncharacteristic
odor.”

The two lots of the seizure
medicine, shipped between
Oct. 19 and Dec. 28, have an
odor associated with a chemi-
cal preservative applied to
the wood shipping pallets the
products were transported
and stored on, the New Bruns-
wick-based company said in a
statement today.

The lot numbers of the
recalled 100mg bottles are
0K2110 and 0LG220, and the
company said fewer than
6,000 are expected to be
remaining in the marketplace.
The contamination can cause
temporary gastrointesti-
nal symptoms, J&J said. If
patients notice an unusual
odor in their Topamax, they
should return the tablets to a
pharmacist.

A similar odor problem
caused J&J to recall a number
of over-the-counter medicines
last year, and the company
took steps to prevent a recur-
rence, spokesman Mark Wolfe
said in a telephone interview
today. Topamax is made by
a different division than the
non-prescription medicines,
and “an internal investigation
is under way” to see what led
to this recall, he said.

Bloomberg News

His work, the governor said,
goes beyond rethinking cor-
porate taxes. It includes ad-
justing attitudes within state
agencies by sending employ-
ees to customer service train-
ing and addressing excessive
regulation on business.

“To look at this industry and

say what we need is more reg-
ulation is an insane approach,’’
the governor said. “We have a
president who seems to think
his administration knows how
to do things better than you.’’

Christopher Viehbacher,
chief executive of Sanofi-Aven-
tis and PhRMA’s chairman,
said Christie’s efforts to wres-
tle control of the state budget
is already helping to change

the perception some execu-
tives have of New Jersey.

“Companies are going to
invest in states that are well
governed,’’ Viehbacher said.
“(Gov. Christie) has made a he-
roic effort to wrestle control of
the budget. It certainly makes
me think differently of New
Jersey.’’

It’s not only a matter of
whether the state is a good

place to do business, but
whether companies are able
to attract — and retain tal-
ented researchers and other
employees.

“If the best people don’t
want to live in New Jersey,’’
he said, “we will go where the
best people are.’’
Susan Todd may be reached at
stodd@starledger.com or (973)
392-4125.
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The Amazon
Kindle is
popular with
readers.
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